THE COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

Britain's towns and shipping. . . . The success of
these attacks is contributing effectively to a reduc-
tion in striking power of the German air force/
The raiding of aerodromes began in June and
thenceforward blow after blow was aimed at this
class of objective, in Belgium, Holland, occupied
France and Germany itself. Often more than a
dozen were raided in a night. Twenty-two were
attacked on the night of July 13, fourteen on July 25,
seventeen on August 12, fourteen on August 15,
twenty-seven on August 17, thirty on August 19,
more than twenty on August 24, twenty-seven on
August 26, fourteen on October 26 and again on
October 27, nineteen on October 28, twenty-nine
on October 29, sixteen on November i, twenty on
November 8, twenty-six on November 14. Specific
figures are not quoted in the Air Ministry Bulletins
for aerodromes raided in September, but there are
references in that month to a number of such raids.
A Bulletin of September 4, for instance, records that
on the preceding night the Royal Air Force made a
series of attacks on the advanced striking bases of the
German air force in the Pas de Calais, at Le Tou-
quet, St. Omer, Marck, Gaines and Abbeville. In
some of the raids not only were hangars and other
aerodrome buildings destroyed or damaged but air-
craft on the ground were also wrecked. Thus in a
raid of November 9 six aircraft were seen to be
blazing fiercely on the ground at one aerodrome.
The immediate connection between our counter-
offensive and Germany's air attacks upon this
country was made apparent in an incident of one of